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DAILY BRIEF 


I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC 


D 




l^SSR- China: Sharply divergent press and radio treat- 
ment by Moscow and Peiping of the President’s trip reflects 
the frictions and policy differences between the two regimes. 
Moscow is giving the President’s activities reasonably fac- 
tual and favorable news coverage. Peiping, on the other hand 
IS taking an openly hostile attitude, bitterly attacking the trip' 
as an effort to ’’sell a false peace.” The Chinese charge that 
Eisenhower is merely using peace as a ruse in an effort to 

gain time to expand his own military strength in order to nush 
aggression and war nnlirv «» T ^ 


Communist Chi na - Taiwan; Peiping will exploit its re- 
lease from prison on 4 December of 33 ”war criminals”— 
mending 30 former Chinese Nationalist officials-to suggest 
to Kuomintang officials that Peiping will be ’’lenient” with 
compatriots” who defect to the Communist cause. On 5 De- 
cember j.Peiplnglieamed a special broadcast to Taiwan direct- 
ing the attention of Nationalist milita ry and government offi- 
cials to the release of the prifionf>ra 
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II. ASHA- AFRICA 


Japan : A crisis is possible within a few days in the Jap- 
anese Diet when the government moves to extend the current 
Diet session to ensure ratification of the South Vietnam repara- 
tions agreement. Leftists have made the agreement a major 
parliamentary issu e, complaining that it ignores Hanoi’s claims. 

(Page 3) 



Watch Committee Conclusions : {^nations susceptible of 
direct exploitation by Sino-Soviet bloc action which would jeop- 
ardize US interests exist in Southeast Asia and particularly in 
the Middle East. In Iraqj Qasim is apparently again favoring F 
I \j the Communists; this may in turn spur anti- Communists to fur-^ 
p ther attempts to overthrow his regime. Although many elements 
of continuing danger exist in Laos, the situation there appears 
relatively quiet for the time b em^ | 
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Belgian Congo: The beginning of local elections in the Congo 
has been followed by renewed tribal violence in the interior, A 
state of emergency was declared in the Luluaburg area following 
tribal clashes which resulted in the death of about 15 natives on 
7 December, Deep-seated animosity between two tribes may 
have been intensified by the failure of one tribe to join in boy- 
I cotting the elections. Negotiations between Belgian authorities 
and African nationalist leaders designed to end the boycott have 
thus far been fruitless, and Belgian authorities fear further vio- 
lence during the election period, which runs through 27 Decern- 

I I— V V V 


ber. 


JPage 5) (Map) 


10 Dec 59 


DAILY BRIEF 


111 


Approved For Release 2002/07/12 : CIA-RDP79T00975A004800340001-1 





25X1 


25X1 




25X1 


Peiping’s release from prison of 30 Kuomintang ’’war crim- 
inals”--announced on 4 December--is another step in the re- 
gime’s long-term effort to convince Chinese Nationalist officials 
that Peiping will be ’’lenient” with ’’compatriots” who choose to 
defect to the Communist cause. On 5 December- -one day after 
the release of the ex- Nationalists --Peiping beamed a special 
broadcast to Taiwan directing the attention of Kuomintang^ mil- 
itary and government officials to the release of the prisoners. 
An earlier broadcast had reiterated Premier Chou En-lai’s of- 
fer for cooperation in the unification of the fatherland and had 
invited ’’patriotic” Chinese on Taiwan to ’’return to the mainland 
and see the situation for yourselves.” 
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some American prisoners may be 

relbuseu as pan oi me current amnesty. Peiping considers the 
five Americans being held in Chinese prisons useful as political 
hostages, however, and their release would seem to be almost 
entirely de pendent upon some improvement in Sino -Amer ican 
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Parliamentary Crisis Threatens in Japan 

An anticipated Socialist move to blocl?^ possibly by forcoj 
a government motion to extend the current extraordinary ses- 
sion of the Japanese Diet may result in a parliamentary crisis 
within a few days. A similar motion in November 1958, in- 
tended to permit passage of a bill to strengthen police powers, 
led to an outbreak of violence on the Diet floor. 

The proposed extension would enable the government to 
overcome Socialist efforts to prevent ratification of the repara- 
tions agreement with South Vietnam, Japan's last major repara- 
tions program. The regular Diet session, scheduled to begin 
on 29 December, could then expedite the government budget for 
the fiscal year beginning in April and speed ratification of the 
newly revised US-Japanese Security Treaty, 

The Socialists have been unable to arouse popular feeling 
against the reparations agreement, which they claim ignores 
French control of Indochina in World War II as well as possible 
complications with North Vietnam, Their position is consider- 
ably weaker than a year ago, because of election losses, a party 
split, and public in^gnation over excesses in recent leftist dem- 
onstrations at the Diet, Nevertheless, the Socialists are ex- 
pected to introduce a motion in the Diet against the security 
treaty to coincide with a renewal of leftist demonstrations on 
10 December, In their frustration, they could again resort to 
extreme measures in the Diet, 

The ruling Liberal- Democratic party (LDP) is offering the 
Socialists a compromise — elimination of an LDP motion banning 
demonstrations in the vicinity of the Diet in exchange for Social- 
ist permission to allow the reparations agreement to come to a 
vote without an extended session. Indications are that the Social- 
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Election Issue Stimulates Tribal Violence in Belgian Congo 

The beginning of local elections in the Congo has been 
followed by renewed violence between Baluba and Lulua 
tribesmen in the interior. A state of emergency has been 
declared in the Luluaburg area following clashes on 7 De- 
cember which resulted in about 15 deaths. An outbreak be- 
tween the same tribes resulted in over 40 deaths in mid- 
October, 

While animosity between the two tribes is deep-seated 
the recent violence appears to have been prompted in part bv 
controversy over the local elections, which are viewed by 
Brussels as a first step lea^ng toward Congolese independ- 
ence im about four years, gke Luluas are identified with 
political groups which oppose the holding of the elections 

boycotting them on the grounds that Brussels 
has failed to provide adequate assurances concerning the 
ongo s political evolution. The elections are scheduled to 
run through most of December, and Congo authorities fear 
further violence^ 

lo in Brussels between Belgian officials and 

leading Congolese nationalists, aimed at ending the boycott 
have broken down, and nationalist representatives are^ex- ’ 
pected shortly to return to Leopoldville. Some Belgian of- 
ficials, however, still hope that an accommodation will be 
Congolese leaders. The Socialists, who 
have withheld support of the government's Congo policy 
have supported Congolese demands for a round-table con- 
ference, and pressure from them could result in some ron- 
cessions to the nationalists. I ^ ^ ^7 
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